[image: image1.jpg]NITED FOOTBALL ¢y




CHOOSE A SCHOOL
The goal is to create choice so you are better able to find the right school for you! There are many factors involved in selecting the "right school" for you so it is to your advantage to begin the "targeting” of schools at the earliest possible time.

CREATE A TARGET LIST Creating a target list of potential schools is an important step in the process. As you begin the process of targeting school you must consider the time you have available to you. Ideally, you will have lots of time and can follow the 3 Step process outlined below.

The earlier you create this list, the more time you have to contact and research the schools. The earlier college coaches find out about you, the more time they have to follow your progress. This will assist you in determining the best school to meet your academic and athletic needs. We suggest that you create your target list in Grade 10 or earlier.

IMPORTANT POINT: The connections between college coaches at all levels are amazing. The sooner that you can get connected to this coaches network the better! In creating your list of target schools, we encourage you to undertake the following 3-step process.

STEP ONE “The Shotgun Approach" The concept here is to contact as many schools as you possibly can as you early as you can. Your search at this point will be as broad and extensive as your time and resources allow. Your goal is to create connections and options for yourself!

Here are a few guiding principles during Step One.

1. Start early - begin making your list early in your Grade 10 year or before 

2. Dream big! Include as many schools as you possibly can on your list! Do not be too "picky" at this stage. As a matter of fact, if you have the time, contact schools that you feel you may not have much chance in attending. Your goal is to contact as many schools as possible!! The more schools the greater your opportunity! 

3. Keep a file for each school you contact so you can record each correspondence and other important details. This file will be extremely valuable as the process unfolds and more and more schools express interest. 

4. Diversify! Do not limit your list in any way! Include schools from a variety of affiliations (NCAA, NAIA, NJCAA etc.) 

5. If you are beginning the process late (in your Grade 11 or 12 year) you may have to reduce the scope of your Target schools as listed in 1-3 above. 

6. Create a "buzz" about yourself. When schools know you and like you they talk about you this creates a "buzz" that travels quickly through the college systems! 

STEP TWO As you move into your Grade 11 year you need to begin refining your list of schools according to your academic and athletic potential. You do not want to limit yourself in anyway keep dreaming big and keep as many schools at all levels as you possibly can.

1. Begin to Shortlist the schools in terms of your academic and athletic needs as you get closer to your Grade 11 and 12 years. Do not take schools off your list; just refine your focus to those schools that fit your needs. 

2. Remember that college coaches are connected and the more of them that know you, the better! So keep your search as broad as time and resources allow! 

3. Increase your correspondence and research with schools that you feel are definate possibilities! Their responses will give you a better idea of which schools to include in stage 3. 

4. Begin to tighten up your criteria so that you become clearer about what things are most important to you. 

STEP THREE This is the final or selection phase where you get down to serious "bargaining" with prospective schools. It is important that you remain open minded and flexible, but at the same time, clear about your goals and criteria. Your goal is to have several schools at each level or affiliation (NCAA, NJCAA, NAIA etc.) showing significant interest.

Some thoughts to consider 

1. Things change very rapidly at this point! Be ready for surprises both positive and negative! 

2. Keep your options open! Do not limit your thinking until you have serious offers that are meeting your criteria 

3. Understand that this is a business and all colleges are in the business of recruiting you for the least amount of scholarship they can 

4. Let schools know that you have some significant interest from a variety of schools, but do not tell them specifics. 

5. Tell each school exactly what they want to hear “I am very interested in your school, you are my first choice and I would like to make this happen!" 

6. You and your family must have very honest discussions regarding your financial need. If you need scholarship money then you must let schools know that you need them to offer you the most amount of support they possibly can. 

7. Ask about other means of support i.e. Work-study programs, part time jobs, housing/meal incentives. 

8. Unless you are absolutely certain, do not make a final decision regarding the level of school until you are ready to sign your Letter of Intent. 

Selecting the Right School Student athletes need to carefully consider a number of key things prior to making a final decision 

· Academics Ranking 

· Academic support 

· Transferability of courses 

· Athletic Ranking 

· Financial cost to your family 

· Professional athletic prospects 

· Coaching staff expertise 

· Program reputation 

· Large school? Small school? 

· Large city? Small town? 
· 4-year University? 2 year JC? 

· Living arrangements 

· West Coast? East Coast? South? North? 

